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Survival is Success
Journalistic Online Start-Ups in Western Europe
Rasmus Kleis Nielsen & Nicola Bruno, Oxford, Reu-
ters Institute for the Study of Journalism, 2012, 108 p., 
ISBN 1907384081.

All around Europe, new jour-
nalistic ventures are launched 
on the internet even as legacy 
media like newspapers and 
broadcasters are often strug-
gling to adapt to a new com-
munications environment. This 
book systematically assesses 
how they are doing. Based on 
analysis of nine strategic cases 
from Germany, France, and It-
aly, it shows that the economics 

of online news today are as challenging for new entrants 
as they are for industry incumbents.

Though internet use and online advertising is grow-
ing rapidly across Europe, it is not clear that this alone 
will provide the basis for new forms of journalism. The 
start-up scene in Europe is still at a stage where survival 
must be seen as a form of success in itself. The report 
shows clearly how the opportunities to achieve sustain-
ability differ in important ways from country to coun-
try; underlining that what is needed is more than mere 
imitation of initiative launched in the United States or 
elsewhere.

Media Empowerment and Democracy 
in the Global South
Poul Erik Nielsen, Norbert Wildermuth, Ursula Ple-
sner & Anne Mette Thorhauge (eds.), MedieKultur. 
Journal of Media and Communication Research. 2012, 
vol. 28, No. 52, SMID, 200 p., ISSN 19019726.

The past decade has witnessed significant changes in 
media environments worldwide, prompted by the advent 
of web 2.0, the unprecedented spread of mobile phones, 
and new ways of exploiting old technologies. Rural ar-
eas in the Global South are experiencing rapid transition 

from periods of limited mediated access to the ‘outside 
world’ to a new multi-facetted mediated access due to 
the sudden and often simultaneous introduction of pri-
vate and community radio, cable and satellite television, 
and high mobile phone penetration. Meanwhile, in urban 
settings from Kathmandu to New York, people have ac-
cess to diverse forms of ‘hypermedia spaces’ (Kraidy, 
2007), while an explosion of electronic mass media 
and new ICT, especially social media, have created new 
forms of social and political communication.

This issue of MedieKultur aims to present a wide 
range of studies addressing the effects of the emergence 
of new media in the Global South; the changes in eve-
ryday communication patterns, and how these changes 
alter existing social relations at both individual and so-
ciety levels.

Articles in theme section: Models of and approaches 
to the station management of six African community 
radio broadcasters (Linje Manyozo, Goretti Nassanga 
Linda, Claudia Lopes), Engagement, bonding, and 
identity across multiple platforms: Avaaz on Facebook, 
YouTube, and MySpace (Anastasia Kavada), Wearing 
shades in the bright future of digital media: Limitations 
of narratives of media power in Egyptian resistance 
(Karin Gwinn Wilkins), Discourses of positionality and 
the challenges of democratization in the global south: 
The case of Nepal and Cameroon (Jacob Thorsen, Teke 
J. Ngomba), Learning about “wicked” problems in the 
Global South. Creating a film-based learning environ-
ment with “Visual Problem Appraisal” (Loes Witteveen, 
Rico Lie), Moving mountains with mobiles: Spatiotem-
poral perspectives on mHealth in Nepal (Arul Chib, Faiz 
B. Mohd Irwan Law, Muhammad Nazran Ahmad, Nadia 
Bte Mohamed Ismail), The empowerment potential of 
public sector software (PSS) (Pradip Ninan Thomas)

Articles in open section: Facebook – selvfremstill-
ing, small talk og social regulering [Facebook: Self rep-
resentation, small talk, and social regulation] (In Dan-
ish) (Anne Scott Sørensen), Moralpolitik og marketing 
– Dansk Folkepartis brug af pressemeddelelser [Moral 
politics and marketing – The use of press releases by 
Dansk Folkeparti] (In Danish) (Orla Vigsø).
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Network Analysis
Methodological Challenges
Stine Lomborg (ed.), Aarhus, Aarhus Universi-
tet, Center for Internetforskning, 2012, 58 p., ISBN 
9788791163142, ISSN 16015371.

In April 2011 the Centre for In-
ternet Research hosted a semi-
nar entitled ’Network analysis 
– methodological challenges’. 
The aim of the seminar was 
to begin addressing the meth-
odological and analytical op-
portunities and challenges of 
studying the internet through 
the prism and tools of network 
analysis. Four invited speak-
ers presented very different 

conceptual reflections on and uses of network analysis 
as part of ongoing research within the field of internet 
studies. This anthology presents the outcome of the 
seminar’s rich discussions of some of the core concep-
tual, methodological and analytical issues raised in the 
approaches to network analyses of the internet.

Present on Site
Transforming Exhibitions and Museums
Bruno Ingemann, Lejre, Visual Memory Press, 2012, 
396 p., ISBN 9788799510108, ISBN (electronic) 
9788799510115.

This book is written at the inter-
section between the visitor and 
the presenter. The museologi-
cal framework and the various 
theoretical concepts in the field 
of exhibitions and museums 
focus on the user, on complex 
interaction, on communication 
and, thereby, on the mediation 
and dissemination necessary 
for the encounter between the 
visitor and the institution to be 

a valuable and rewarding experience in the transforma-
tional process.

Present on site is relevant for researchers and prac-
titioners in the field of museum communication and 
media. Even the most practical and usable insight must 
be driven by theoretical perspectives that open up for 
viewing common knowledge from new perspectives that 
transforms the well-known into something new.

Ground Wars
Personalized Communication in Political Campaigns
Rasmus Kleis Nielsen, Princeton and Oxford, Princeton 
University Press, 2012, 250 p., ISBN 9780691153056, 
ISBN (electronic) 9781400840441.

Political campaigns today are 
won or lost in the so-called 
ground war--the strategic de-
ployment of teams of staffers, 
volunteers, and paid part-timers 
who work the phones and can-
vass block by block, house by 
house, voter by voter. Ground 
Wars provides an in-depth eth-
nographic portrait of two such 
campaigns, New Jersey Demo-
crat Linda Stender’s and that of 

Democratic Congressman Jim Himes of Connecticut, 
who both ran for Congress in 2008.

Rasmus Kleis Nielsen examines how American po-
litical operatives use “personalized political communi-
cation” to engage with the electorate, and weighs the im-
plications of ground war tactics for how we understand 
political campaigns and what it means to participate in 
them. He shows how ground wars are waged using re-
sources well beyond those of a given candidate and their 
staff. These include allied interest groups and civic as-
sociations, party-provided technical infrastructures that 
utilize large databases with detailed individual-level in-
formation for targeting voters, and armies of dedicated 
volunteers and paid part-timers. Nielsen challenges the 
notion that political communication in America must be 
tightly scripted, controlled, and conducted by a select 
coterie of professionals.

Identity-formation on YouTube
Investigating audiovisual presentations of the self
Thomas Mosebo Simonsen, Aalborg Universitet, Insti-
tut for Kommunikation, 2012, 262 p., ph.d.-afhandling.

This dissertation investigates 
the construction of online and 
mediated identity on YouTube. 
It is argued that audiovisual 
presentations of the self with 
user-generated content (UGC) 
are regarded as authentic den-
tities that appear as extensions 
of the self, simultaneously re-
garded and presented as reality. 
The construction of identity on 
YouTube is especially notice-

able in specific modes of the UGC; the first-person pre-
sentations of the self, also referred to as “Vlogs”, which 
thus will be the main analytical focus of this dissertation.

The project draws on an empirically based investiga-
tion of 900 YouTube videos, where a sample of content 
has been collected and coded in a designed database.

New Literature Denmark
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Monsters and Horror Stories
A Biocultural Approach
Mathias Clasen, Aarhus, Aarhus Universitet, Institut 
for Æstetik og Kommunikation, 2012, 185 p., ph.d.-
afhandling.

The aim of this dissertation is to 
construct a biocultural theory of 
horror fiction and to apply this 
theory to selected well-known 
works of horror literature: Bram 
Stoker’s Dracula (1897),Rich-
ard Matheson’s I Am Legend 
(1954), and Dan Simmons’ 
Song of Kali (1985). The au-
thor draws on recent findings 
in cognitive and evolutionary 
psychology to account for the 

structure and function of horror fiction. The new theory, 
and the analytical framework for interpretive criticism 
that it entails, has the strength of being vertically inte-
grated, that is, consistent with the evolutionary social 
sciences. This dissertation is the first sustained effort in 
the field of biocultural horror theory.

A short version of this dissertation called “Monstre” 
will be published in November 2012 in Danish.

Ways of Virtual World-Making
Actors and Avatars
Sisse Siggaard Jensen, Roskilde, Roskilde Universitets-
forlag, 2012, 484 p., ISBN (electronic) 9788778673909, 
Doktordisputats / Doctoral dissertation.

The dissertation “Ways of Vir-
tual World-making: Actors and 
Avatars” is about some of the 
many choices that lead human 
actors to engage with large 
online roleplaying games and 
social virtual worlds. The study 
addresses questions about how 
the choices made make sense 
to human actors in their daily 
life and communication. In 
several case studies, we follow 

the choice and co-design of virtual world and avatar, 
the social relationships formed, the expressions of self 
and the navigation through physical and virtual worlds. 
The cases have been followed over time and with the 
methods of virtual ethnography and ‘in situ’ iterative 
video interviews. Thus, the choice of methods reflects 
the methodological approach of “following the human 
and nonhuman actors” in their daily life online as well 
as offline.

Digital Religion, Social Media and 
Culture
Perspectives, Practices and Futures
Charles Ess (ed.), Oxford, Peter Lang, 2012, 338 p., 
ISBN 9781433114748, 9781433114745, ISBN (electro-
nic) 9781453905692.

This anthology collects some 
of the best and most current 
research and reflection on the 
complex interactions between 
religion and computer-mediat-
ed communication (CMC). The 
contributions cohere around 
the central question: how will 
core religious understandings 
of identity, community and au-
thority shape and be (re)shaped 
by the communicative possibili-

ties of Web 2.0? The authors gathered here address these 
questions in three distinct ways: through contemporary 
empirical research on how diverse traditions across the 
globe seek to take up the technologies and affordances 
of contemporary CMC; through investigations that place 
these contemporary developments in larger historical 
and theological contexts; and through careful reflection 
on the theoretical dimensions of research on religion and 
CMC. In their introductory and concluding essays, the 
editors uncover and articulate the larger intersections 
and patterns suggested by individual chapters, including 
trajectories for future research.

Exploring the Theory, Practice and 
Pedagogy of Networked Learning
Vivien Hodges, Lone Dirckinck-Holmfeld & David 
McConnell, New York, Springer Science & Business 
Media B.V., 2012, 318 p., ISBN 9781461404958, ISBN 
(electronic) 9781461404965.

This book collects the most 
relevant and current research 
findings on networked learning, 
technology and enhanced learn-
ing, and the most up-to-date in-
formation on networked learn-
ing from the 2010 Networked 
Learning Conference. The fo-
cus is on learning, not just on 
the technology to support it.

This volume provides in-
formation on current trends and 

advances in research on networked learning, technology 
enhanced learning, and e-learning. Specifically, it pro-
vides cutting edge information in the areas of:
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Designing and Facilitating Learning in a Networked 
World, Methodologies for Research in Networked 
Learning, Learning in Social Networks, embedding 
Networked Learning in Public and Private Organiza-
tions, Problem based Networked Learning, Social Jus-
tice and Social Responsibility in Networked Learning, 

Networked Learning and Knowledge Management in 
the Workplace, Globalization and Multiculturalism in 
Networked Learning, Networked Learning and Inter-
national Development, Participation and Alienation in 
Networked Learning, Practice Based Research for Pro-
fessional Development in Networked Learning.

Other new literature
Andersen, Christian Ulrik; Cox, Geoff: World of the 
News – The World’ Greatest Peer-reviewed Newspaper 
of In/Compatible Research. Aarhus, Aarhus Universitet, 
Center for Digital Urban Living, 2012, 32 p., ISBN 
8791810205.

Hjarvard, Stig; Mortensen, Mette; Redvall, Eva Novrup 
(eds.): Northern Lights. Film & Media Studies Yearbook. 
2012, Bristol, Intellect ltd., ISSN 1601829x, ISSN 
(Online) 20400586.

Articles
Bechmann, Anja: Towards Cross-platform Business 
Models: Four Patterns of Circulation and Control. In: 
Information, Communication and Society. 2012; ISSN 
1369-118X.

Berg, Christian Edelvold; Lund, Anker Brink: Financing 
Public Service Broadcasting : A Comparative Perspec-
tive. In: Journal of Media Business Studies. 2012; Vol. 
9, No. 1, p. 7-22, ISSN 1652-2354.

Bro, Peter: License to Comment : The Popularization 
of a Political Commentator. In: Journalism studies. 
2012; Vol. 13, No. 3, p. 433-446, ISSN 1461-670X.

Bruun, Hanne: Political Satire in Danish Television : 
Reinventing a Tradition. In: Popular Communication. 
2012; Vol. 10, No. 1-2, p. 158-169, ISSN 1540-5702.

Brügger, Niels: Australian internet histories: Past, Pre-
sent and Future: An afterword. In: Media International 
Australia Incorporating Culture and Policy. 2012; No. 
143, p. 159-165, ISSN 1329-878X.

Brügger, Niels: L’historiographie de sites Web : Quel-
ques enjeux fondamentaux. In: Le Temps des Medias. 
2012; No. 18, p. 159-169, ISSN 1764-2507.

Ess, Charles: At the Intersections Between Internet 
Studies and Philosophy: “Who Am I Online?” : Intro-
duction to the special issue on Personal Identity Online. 
In: Philosophy & Technology. 2012; Vol. 25, No. 3, p. 
275-284, ISSN 2210-5433.

Fritsch, Jonas: From Signal to Signification in Inte-
ractive Environments. In: Journal of Aesthetics and 
Culture. 2012; Vol. 4, p. 1-8.

Have, Iben: The Musicalized Soundtracks of Armadillo: 
Emotional Realism and Real Emotions. In: SoundEf-
fects – An Interdisciplinary Journal of Sound and Sound 
Experience. 2012; Vol. 2, No. 1, p. 155-170.

Heilesen, Simon: Human Behaviors with Podcasts. In: 
Encyclopedia of Cyber Behavior. Yan, Zheng (ed.). 
Hershey PA, Idea Group Publishing, 2012, p. 178-
188. ISBN 978-1-4666-0315-8, ISBN (elektronisk) 
978-1-4666-0316-5.

Just, Sine Nørholm: Who Owns the Housing Bubble? 
: Market Formation as Rhetorical Circulation. In: Em-
bedded: in Business, Politics & Society. 2012; Vol. 2, 
No. 1, p. 72-89, ISSN 2245-0564.

Just, Sine Nørholm; Christiansen, Tanja Juul: Doing 
Diversity : Text–Audience Agency and Rhetorical Al-
ternatives. In: Communication Theory. 2012; Vol. 22, 
No. 3, p. 319–337, ISSN 1050-3293.

Jørgensen, Kristine: Between the Game System and the 
Fictional World : a Study of Computer Game Interfa-
ces. In: Games and Culture : A Journal of Interactive 
Media. 2012. p. 1-22.

Knudsen, Britta Timm; Stage, Carsten: Contagious 
Bodies : an Investigation of Affective and Discursive 
Strategies in Contemporary Online Activism. In: Emo-
tion, Space and Society. 2012; Vol. 5, p. 148-155, 
ISSN 1755-4586.

Kock, Christian Erik J.: The Identity of Rhetoric as a 
Scholarly Discipline and a University program. In: Rhe-
torica Scandinavica. 2011, p. 40-55, ISSN 1397-0534.

Korsgaard, Mathias Bonde: Creation and Erasure : Mu-
sic Video as a Signaletic Form of Practice. In: Journal 
of Aesthetics and Culture. 2012; Vol. 4.

Levinsen, Karin Tweddell; Nielsen, Janni: Innovating 
Design for Learning in the Networked Society. In: 
Exploring the Theory, Pedagogy and Practice of Net-
worked Learning. Dirckinck-Holmfeld, Lone; Hodgson, 
Vivien; McConnell, David (eds.). New York, Springer 
Science+Business Media B.V., 2012, p. 237-256, ISBN 
9781461404958, ISBN (elektronisk) 9781461404965.

New Literature Denmark
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Pedersen, Peter Ole: War, Lies and Video : Documentary 
Features of the War Film Genre in the Post-Media Age. 
In: Film in the Post-media Age. Newcastle upon Tyne, 
Cambridge, Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2012, p. 
255-271, ISBN 978-1-4438-3753-8.

Pennington, Jody: Society, Culture, and Filmic Re-
presentations : Theoretical Considerations. In: Anglo 
Files, Journal of English Teaching. 2012; No. 163, p. 
48-53, ISSN 1395-881X.

Riis, Morten S: A Interview with The Steam Engine. 
In: World of the News : The World’s Greatest Peer-
reviewed Newspaper of In/Compatible Research. An-
dersen, Christian Ulrik; Cox, Geoff (eds.). Aarhus, 
Berlin, Center for Digital Æstetik-forskning, 2012, p. 
19. ISBN 87-91810-20-5.

Stage, Carsten: Screens of Intensification : On DIY 
Concert Videos of Lady Gaga and the use of Media 
Interfaces as Tools of Experience Intensification. In: 
Journal of Aesthetics and Culture. 2012; Vol. 4, p. 1-11.

Stockfelt, Ola; Lønstrup, Ansa; Sangild, Torben: Radio-
lab – Three Different Approaches : Listening to Voice 
and Polyphony in Radiolab. In: SoundEffects – An 
Interdisciplinary Journal of Sound and Sound Expe-
rience. 2012; Vol. 2, No 1, p. 114, 126-138, 153-154.

Thomsen, Bodil Marie Stavning: Signaletic, haptic 
and real-time material. In: Journal of Aesthetics and 
Culture. 2012; Vol. 4.

Valtysson, Bjarki: Europeana – The Digital Construc-
tion of Europe’s Collective Memory. In: Information, 
Communication and Society. 2012; Vol. 15, No. 2, p. 
151-170, ISSN 1369-118X.

Westenholz, Ann: Conclusion and Reflection. In: The 
Janus Face of Commerical Open Source Software : 
An Investigation into Institutional (non)work by In-
teracting Institutional actors. Westenholz, Ann (ed.). 
Frederiksberg, Copenhagen Business School Press, 
2012, p. 145-175. ISBN 9788763002479, 8763002477.

Westenholz, Ann: Companies’ Involvement in Open 
Source Software Communities. In: The Janus Face of 
Commerical Open Source Software : An Investigation 
into Institutional (non)Work by Interacting Institutional 
Actors. Westenholz, Ann (ed.). Frederiksberg, Copen-
hagen Business School Press, 2012, p. 19-52. ISBN 
9788763002479, 8763002477.

www.nordicom.gu.se/eng.php?portal=mr&main=
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Identity-Related Media Consumption
A Focus on Consumers’ Relationships with their 
Favorite TV Programs
Jenniina Halkoaho, Vaasa, Vaasan yliopisto, 2012, 257 
p., ISBN (elektronisk) 978–952–476–396–7, Doctoral 
dissertation.

Different media vehicles hold a significant role in our 
contemporary society as important objects of consump-
tion and influential cultural institutions. The field of the 
study is consumer research and it investigates media 
consumption from a symbolic perspective as an identity 
constructing activity. Media contents are approached as 
products and services that consumers can buy and use. 
The purpose of this study is to uncover how consump-
tion of television programs and identity construction are 
connected. In other words, purpose is to investigate dif-
ferent ways in which consumers make use of television 
programs to construct their identities as well as make 
sense of their selves, others and social relations
in their everyday lives.

Videography in Consumer Culture 
Theory
An Account of Essence(s) and Production
Joel Hietanen, Helsinki, Aalto University School of 
Economics, 2012, 233 p., ISBN 978-952-60-4661-7, 
ISBN (elektronisk) 978-952-60-4662-4, Doctoral dis-
sertation.

Liberated into the online virtual spaces through digitali-
zation, video media has become an omnipresent part of 
our lives. Simultaneously, the videographic method for 
conducting and expressing ethnographic research has re-
ceived increasing attention in the field of consumer cul-
ture theory (CCT). Yet, as is the usual case with nascent 
and still marginal research orientations, the publications 
about the method have been relatively descriptive, and 
thus have not explored the potential of the approach 
from a philosophical perspective. This dissertation ad-
dresses this gap and develops a possible ontology and 
epistemology for conducting and expressing research on 
video media. How is videographic expression different 
compared to text and photography?

Directory of World Cinema: Finland
Pietari Kääpä (ed.), Bristol, Intellect, 2012, 320 p., 
ISBN 9781841506173.

The book provides historical 
and cultural overviews of Fin-
land’s cinema. Over the course 
of their contributions to this 
volume, scholars from a variety 
of disciplines construct a col-
lective argument that compli-
cates the dominant international 
view of Finnish cinema as a 
small-scale industry dominated 
by realist art-house films. The 
contributors approach the topic 

from a variety of angles, covering genre, art, and com-
mercial films; independent productions; blockbuster 
cinema; and Finnish cinema’s industrial and historical 
contexts. By paying heed to Finland’s cultural industries 
within the broader context of international political, eco-
nomic, artistic, and industrial developments, they depict 
an ever-changing national film culture that plays a dy-
namic role in the global cinematic landscape.

Pictorial Practices in a “Cam Era”
Studying Non-Professional Camera Use
Asko Lehmuskallio, Tampere, Tampere University 
Press, 2012, 362 p., ISBN 978-951-44-8846-7, ISBN 
(elektronisk) 978-951-44-8847-4, Doctoral dissertation.

With a dramatic increase of pictorial media around us 
that can be used to present and transmit things seen, such 
as digital cameras, mobile camera-phones, webcams, 
and image software, ever more people have become pro-
ducers of pictures for others to see, and it is often not that 
clear how these pictures are used and for what purposes. 
In short, cameras have become ubiquitous companions 
of our everyday life. This research focuses on two main 
research questions: 1) how do we use cameras at a time 
in which they are ever more available, and 2) how do 
these cameras mediate our actions? In order to answer 
the research questions, this research is situated within a 
wider context of a growing body of research on images 
and the visual, with a theoretical perspective on pictures 
that is applied and extended to networked cameras and 
their uses. A larger context of visual orders based on re-
lated research is worked out in which non-professionals 
use camera pictures. Empirical case studies of actual 
uses are performed, and the ways in which the findings 
show cameras to mediate our actions are taken into ac-
count separately.



146

Nordicom Review 32 (2011) 2

Disasters and the Media
Mervi Pantti, Karin Wahl-Jorgensen & Simon Kottle, 
New York, Peter Lang, 2012, 235 p., ISBN 978-1-4331-
0825-9.

Disasters in today’s globalized 
world are becoming not only 
more frequent but, often, more 
catastrophic. The media play 
a critical role in communicat-
ing and making sense of these 
cataclysmic events. This book 
offers insights into how news 
media today make disasters 
culturally meaningful and po-
litically important.. It looks at 
how globalization is affecting 

the meanings of disaster but also considers the contin-
ued relevance of nations and their citizens as interpretive 
frameworks. It examines how journalists’ witnessing of 
disasters is changing in response to new technologies, 
including social media, and how the ideal of objectivity 
might be challenged by new, more emotional and more 
compassionate forms of story-telling premised on an in-
junction to care.

What is Media Archaeology?
Jussi Parikka, Chichester, Wiley-Blackwell, 2012, 200 
p., ISBN 978-0-7456-5026-5.

The book offers an introduction 
to the emerging field of media 
archaeology and analyses the 
innovative theoretical and ar-
tistic methodology used to ex-
cavate current media through 
its past. The book examines the 
theoretical challenges of study-
ing digital culture and memory 
and opens up the layers of con-
temporary media culture. The 
author contextualizes media 

archaeology in relation to other key media studies de-
bates including software studies, German media theory, 
imaginary media research, new materialism and digital 
humanities.

Other new literature
Articles
Ala-Fossi, Marko: For better pictures on radio : how 
Nokia’s efforts for multimedia radio have shaped the 
radio landscape in Finland. In: The Palgrave Hand-
book of Global Radio. Hendricks, John Allen (ed.). 
Basingstoke, Palgrave Macmillan, 2012, p. 109-128, 
ISBN 978-0-230-29-307-6.

Ala-Fossi, Marko: Social obsolescence of the TV fee 
and the financial crisis of Finnish public service media. 
In: Journal of Media Business Studies. 2012; Vol. 9, 
No. 1, p. 33-54, ISSN 1652-2354.

Almonkari, Merja; Isotalus, Pekka: Two perspectives 
on the communication skills of political leaders. In: 
International Journal of Strategic Communication. 
2012; Vol. 6, No. 3, p. 246-267, ISSN 1553-118X.

Ampuja, Marko: Globalization theory, media-centrism 
and neoliberalism : a critique of recent intellectual 
trends. In: Critical Sociology. 2012; Vol. 38, No. 2, p. 
281-301, ISSN 0896-9205.

Halttu, Janne: Reporting in the sphere of legitimate 
controversy : the Irish press and the 2003 Iraq crisis. In: 
Irish Communications Review. 2012; Vol. 13, p. 66-82.

Harju, Auli: Social media and civic participation in the 
classroom : the joys and challenges of a co-creative 
media education project. In: Media Education Research 
Journal (MERJ). 2012; Vol. 3, No. 1, p. 38-49, ISSN 
2040-4530.

Hellman, Matilda; Rantala, Varpu: Codependence, 
madness and glamour : narratives of women celebrity 
addicts in Internet tabloids. In: Cultures of Addiction. 
Lee, Jason (ed.). Amherst, Cambria Press, 2012, ISBN 
9781604977998.

Jaakkola, Maarit: Promoting aesthetic tourism : trans-
gressions between generalist and specialist subfields 
in cultural journalism. In: Journalism Practice. 2012; 
Vol. 6, No. 4, p. 482-496, ISSN 1751-2786.

Jyrkiäinen, Jyrki; Heinonen, Ari: Finnish journalists 
the quest for quality amidst new pressures. In: The 
global journalist in the 21st century. Weaver, David 
H.; Willnat, Lars (eds.). New York, Routledge/Taylor 
and Francis Group, 2012, p. 171-186, ISBN 978-0-
415-88576-8.

Karppi, Tero; Sotamaa, Olli: Rethinking playing re-
search : DJ HERO and methodological observations 
in the mix. In: Simulation & Gaming. 2012; Vol. 43, 
No. 3, p. 413 -429, ISSN 1046-8781.

Kauppi, Teemu; Pörhölä, Maili: School teachers bul-
lied by their students : teachers´ attributions and how 
they share their experiences. In: Teaching and Teacher 
Education. 2012; Vol. 28, No. 7, p. 1059-1068, ISSN 
0742-051X.

Keinonen, Heidi: Early commercial television in Finland 
: balancing between East and West. In: Media History. 
2012; Vol. 18, No. 2, p. 177-189, ISSN 1368-8804.
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Kivimäki, Sanna: Working-class girls in a welfare 
state : Finnishness, social class and gender in Aki 
Kaurismäki’s Workers’ Trilogy (1986-1990). In: Journal 
of Scandinavian Cinema. 2012; Vol. 2, No. 1, p. 73-88, 
ISSN 2042-7891.

Koivisto, Juha; Lahtinen, Mikko: Conjuncture, politico-
historical. In: Historical materialism. 2012; Vol. 20, 
No. 1, p. 267-277, ISSN 1465-4466.

Koponen, Jonna; Pyörälä, Eeva; Isotalus, Pekka: Com-
paring three experiential learning methods and their 
effect on medical students’ attitudes to learning com-
munication skills. In: Medical teacher. 2012; Vol. 34, 
No. 3, p. 198-207.

Kunelius, Risto; Väliverronen, Jari: From reporting to 
storytelling : mediating the political public sphere in 
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Social implications of the Internet  
and social networking sites
A user typology approach
Petter Bae Brandtzæg, Oslo, Universitetet i Oslo, In-
stitutt for medier og kommunikasjon, 2012, ph.d. dis-
sertation.

How do we use the Internet and social media like Face-
book? Brandtzæg shows in his thesis that despite a de-
velopment towards a more social and interactive Inter-
net, most of us are still passive users. Girls/women are 
the most frequent users of social media. He also finds 
that Norway has the most advanced users compared to 
other European countries, but that Norway therefore also 
has considerable digital divides within its population.

Making sense of mobile media
International working notions, strategies and actions 
in convergent media markets
Vilde Schanke Sundet, Oslo, Universitetet i Oslo, In-
stitutt for medier og kommunikasjon, 2012, 353 p., ph.d. 
dissertation.

How do the established media handle innovation and 
change? What role do the industry’s ideas of new tech-
nology play in the innovation processes? The thesis 
discusses how the established Norwegian media- and 
communication institutions adapt to a new media real-
ity during the period 2000-2009. She finds a discrepancy 
between how the industry conceives the use of mobile 
media content as a ‘rescue solution’ for an industry 
struck by crisis, and what they actually prepare for.

Norwegian climate change policy in the 
media
Between hegemony and good sense
Andreas Ytterstad, Oslo, Universitetet i Oslo, Institutt 
for medier og kommunikasjon, 2012, 285 p., ph.d. dis-
sertation.

The thesis starts with noting that Norwegian climate 
politics will not solve the climate crisis. Ytterstad in-
vestigates the potential for criticism of and alternatives 
to Norwegian climate politics in the media. He looks at 
bloggers in Norway, in VG and Aftenposten’s coverage 
of the Bali summit (2007), Dagsreyen and Klassekam-
pen’s coverage of the Copenhagen summit (2009) and 9 
prominent climate journalists. He finds that the represen-
tation of the Norwegian climate politics in the media is 
contradictory and disharmonious.
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Journalism in a Network 
The Role of ICTs in Egyptian Newsrooms
Ahmed El Gody, Örebro university, School of Humani-
ties, Education and Social Sciences, 2012, 282 p., ISBN 
91-76668-807-6, (Örebro Studies in Media and Commu-
nication; 12). Doctoral dissertation.

The utilisation of ICTs in Egypt has irrevocably changed 
the nature of the traditional public sphere. One can see 
the Egyptian online society as a multiplicity of net-
works. These networks have developed, transformed 
and expanded over time, operating across all areas of 
life. Nonetheless, in essence they are socio-political and 
cultural in origin. Audiences started to provide detailed 
descriptions of Egyptian street politics, posting multime-
dia material, generating public interest, and reinforcing 
citizen power and democracy. This trend changed the 
way audiences consumed news, with traditional media 
started to access online information to develop their me-
dia content and to escape government control. Several 
media organisations also started to expand their presence 
online so that, as well as providing news content to at-
tract audiences, they also provided them with a ‘space’ 
to interact amongst themselves and with media organisa-
tions. This dissertation aims to study the diffusion and 
utilization of Information Communication Technolo-
gies (ICTs) in Egyptian newsrooms. Furthermore, the 
study examines whether/to what extent and in what way 
Egyptian newsrooms incorporate ICTs in their daily rou-
tine. Such a study will assist in understanding the role 
of journalism in the Egyptian network sphere. While 
studying Egyptian newsrooms this dissertation has inte-
grated qualitative ethnographic participant observation, 
structured and semi-structured interviews and document 
analysis with quantitative longitudinal surveys and web-
site content analysis.

Voicing the Slum 
Youth, Community Media and Social Change in 
Nairobi 
Jessica Gustafsson, Stockholm university, Department 
of Media Studies, 2012, 324 p., ISBN 978-91-7447-524-
1, (JMK; 42). Doctoral dissertation.

The aim of this project is to assess the potential impact 
community media have on the community in which 
they operate. Moreover, it considers the role community 
media play in promoting community development and 
democracy, especially in relation to young people liv-
ing in the slums of Nairobi. Through ethnographic field-
work in Nairobi (January 2007 to April 2010) including 
interviews with producers and audience, the study not 
only maps the establishment of the community media 
landscape in the slums of Nairobi but the advent of com-

munity broadcasting. The study reveals that community 
media and community radio in particular play an import 
role in the local youth’s identity construction. 

Opinion Polls and the Media 
Reflecting and Shaping Public Opinion 
Christina Holtz-Bacha & Jesper Strömbäck (eds.), 
Basingstoke, Palgrave Macmillan, 2012, 312 p., ISBN 
978 0 230 27889-9.

Opinion Polls and the Media 
analyze the relationship be-
tween the media, opinion polls, 
and public opinion. Looking at 
the extent to which the media, 
through their use of opinion 
polls, both reflect and shape 
public opinion, it brings to-
gether a team of leading schol-
ars and analyzes theoretical 
and methodological approaches 
to the media and their use of 
opinion polls. The contributors 

explore how the media use opinion polls in a range of 
countries across the world, and analyze the effects and 
uses of opinion polls by the public as well as political 
actors.

Understanding Media Accountability
Media Accountability in Relation to Media Criticism 
and Media Governance in Sweden 1940-2010 
Torbjörn von Krogh, Mid Sweden University, Depart-
ment of Information Technology and the Media, Sunds-
vall, 2012, 68 p., ISBN 978-91-87103-26-1, (Mid Sweden 
University doctoral thesis; 131). Doctoral Dissertation.

The concepts of media accountability, media criticism 
and media governance are analysed and discussed in a 
Swedish setting; how they relate to each other and inter-
act. This is achieved by using various methods – a survey 
to editors, analyses of parliamentary debates, interviews, 
direct observation and document studies – in studying 
different stakeholders, media representatives and gover-
nance conditions in Sweden during the last 70 years. The 
findings point in a direction of dynamic complexities 
with a central role for media criticism. The type, level 
and intensity of media criticism may affect the function-
ing of the media governance structure and is a vital part 
of the media accountability process. The media gover-
nance structure – which in addition to media criticism 
is influenced by international conditions, technological 
developments and political factors – may in turn affect 
the media accountability process. In this process, media 
representatives aim to defend obtained positions of so-
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cietal influence, achieve and maintain positive PR and 
enhance editorial quality at the same time. Media criti-
cism may start a substantial media accountability pro-
cess if the discontent is widespread and not countered by 
market approval or political inertia. The process is facili-
tated if the critique is connected to more than one frame 
of accountability and if stakeholders see opportunities 
for dual objectives. Very strong and widespread media 
criticism may be difficult for media organizations to ne-
glect. The accountability process in Sweden has become 
less dependent on corporative negotiations between or-
ganized interests and political assemblies. Instead, two 
other tendencies seem to have emerged: on the one hand 
a possibility for media organizations to favour such ac-
countability processes that they are able to control, and 
on the other hand the rise of a rich variety of sometimes 
short-lived accountability instruments that may develop 
for specific occasions and are difficult to control.

Global Lifestyles
Constructions of Places and Identities in Travel 
Journalism
Emilia Ljungberg, Gothenburg & Stockholm, Maka-
dam Förlag, 2012, 271 p., ISBN 978-91-7061-117-9. 
Doctoral dissertation.

This dissertation studies representations of globaliza-
tion by analyzing travel journalism in two magazines 
from 1982 to 2008. Globalization discourses are studied 
through an analysis of how places and identities are con-
structed. The aim of this study is to examine the use of 
globalization discourses in travel journalism as both a 
construction and a defense of privilege. By focusing on 
two magazines, the Swedish RES and the international 
Business Traveller Asia-Pacific, over a time period of 
nearly thirty years the study charts the transformation 
of the magazines and the discourses they make use of. 
The method utilized is close readings based on critical 
discourse analysis.

Civic Experiences and Public  
Connection
Media and Young People in Estonia
Anne Kaun, Södertörn University, School of Culture 
and Communication, Media and Communication Stu-
dies, 2012, 209 p., ISBN 978-91-7668-863-2, (Södertörn 
Doctoral Dissertations 67), (Örebro Studies in Media 
and Communication; 14). Doctoral dissertation.

How do young people in Es-
tonia experience the political, 
politics and citizenship? How 
are these civic experiences 
connected to young peoples’ 
experiences with the media? 
Anne Kaun’s thesis Civic Ex-
periences and Public Connec-
tion presents a theoretical and 
empirical investigation of how 
civic experiences, particularly 

public connection, emerge in the context of contem-
porary Estonia. Employing open-ended online diaries 
and in-depth interviews, she aims to develop an in-
depth understanding of how young people experience 
democracy today, and how they express themselves as 
citizens; expression not only through the physical per-
formance of citizenship, but also through orientation, 
interest in, and reflection about issues that are of com-
mon concern or should be seen as such. The empiri-
cal investigation of public connection as critical media 
connection, playful public connection and historical 
public connection, is based on narrative analysis and 
embedded in a theoretical exploration of key concepts 
in the context of civic culture studies, namely the po-
litical, politics and citizenship. Combining Chantal 
Mouffe’s conflict theory with Paul Ricoeur’s narra-
tive identity, Kaun aims to shed light on contemporary 
democracy from the citizens’ perspective. The author 
proposes a holistic approach to both civic experiences 
and the role that media might play in relation to them. 
Following a non-media- centric approach, she shows 
that media, despite their ubiquity, are an important but 
not exclusive source of the civic experiences of young 
adults in Estonia.

Bridging the Blocked River
A Study on Internet and Mobile Phone Practices 
Within an Environmental Movement Between 2005 
and 2006 in Argentina and Uruguay
Virginia Melián, Stockholm University, Department of 
Media Studies, 2012, 302 p., ISBN 978-91-7447-569-2, 
(JMK; 43). Doctoral dissertation.

In recent years mobile phones and the internet have 
played an increasingly significant role, assisting in the 
organization of dissent worldwide. Only a few studies 
have dealt with the interplay between social movements 
and these digital media in Latin America so far. The aim 
of this PhD thesis is to investigate the empowering po-
tential of internet and mobile phones with regard to mo-
bilization as well as the organization and the dissemina-
tion of collective action in an environmental movement 
opposing the construction of pulp mills and the forest 
exploitation model in Argentina and Uruguay from 2005 
to 2008, a period that coincides with the beginning of 
the popularization of these digital technologies in these 
countries. The study relies on interviews with key activ-
ists, website analysis of homepages and interviews with 
key journalists. Drawing on theories on civic engage-
ment and ICTs, social movements media, social move-
ments and collective action as well as public sphere, this 
thesis reveals that internet and mobile phones supported 
mobilization and the organization and communication of 
collective action. Even though the internet and mobile 
phones functioned as a means facilitating the interplay 
between key activists and journalists, the dominating 
event-centered journalistic logic was not challenged. 
Personalized forms of action and new ways of engaging 
in action from the private towards the public were begin-
ning to be negotiated among these activists.
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Journalism in Russia, Poland and 
Sweden 
Traditions, Cultures and Research
Gunnar Nygren (ed.), Södertörns Högskola, Institu-
tionen för kommunikation, medier och IT, 2012, 96 p., 
ISBN 978-91-979140-3-1.

In the research project Journalism in Change at Söder-
törn University, Stockholm, three countries with differ-
ent media systems are included: Sweden, Russia and 
Poland. This design means it will be possible to analyze 
the changes in journalism that different types of societies 
have in common, and what kinds of differences can be 
connected to the characteristics of a society. Are journal-
istic cultures becoming less national, and if so, what is 
changing and what is not?

This first report gives a point of departure – a brief 
overview on research on professional journalistic cul-
tures in the three countries. The report also makes an at-
tempt to analyze strive for autonomy as a crucial part of 
professionalization in different kind of media systems.

Contributions: The research project Journalism in 
change (Gunnar Nygren), Journalists in Russia (Maria 
Anikina), Journalists in Poland – some previous re-
search (Bogusława Dobek-Ostrowska), Swedish jour-
nalism – a long struggle for autonomy (Jöran Hök) and 
Autonomy – a crucial element of professionalization 
(Gunnar Nygren).

The Practice of Newspaper Ownership
Fifty Years of Control and Influence in the Swedish 
Local Press 
Jonas Ohlsson, University of Gothenburg, Department 
of journalism, media and communication, 2012, 425 p., 
ISBN 978-91-88212-98-6, (Göteborgsstudier i journalis-
tik, medier och kommunikation; 65). Doctoral disserta-
tion.

This dissertation deals with a 
perennial theme in both pub-
lic and academic debate: how 
ownership is exercised in the 
news media. The study ana-
lyzes the boards of three local, 
foundation-owned newspapers 
between 1955 and 2005. The 
newspapers are Barometern 
(Kalmar), Borås Tidning (Bor-
ås) and Sundsvalls Tidning 
(Sundsvall). The study builds 

primarily on two sources: minutes from over twelve-
hundred board meetings and meetings of shareholders, 
and interviews with twenty-three former and current 
board members. The study shows that the governance 
processes, including both the role played by the indi-
vidual board and the relative autonomy of the edito-
rial department, have differed significantly between 
the three cases. The distinct characteristics have been 
reinforced not only by the fact that the newspapers are 

old and exceedingly mature institutions, but also as a 
result of a very slow circulation of members of the top 
echelons of the newspaper organizations. Consequent-
ly, the most noticeable shifts in the activities and power 
structures of the companies have followed from the en-
tering of new decision-makers into the organizations. A 
basic conclusion is thus that there is no single answer 
concerning the ramifications of foundation ownership 
in the press. As a result of an increasingly competitive 
market situation, the companies have since the early 
1990s nevertheless come to be increasingly dominated 
by professional managers and board members, mak-
ing the traditional governance features less distinct. 
The process has been spurred by the fact that all three 
newspapers have been transformed from independents 
to parts of expanding newspaper groups. As a result, 
much of the allocative control previously enjoyed by 
the local boards has been transferred to central levels of 
the corporate hierarchy.

Gender and Sexuality in Online Game 
Cultures
Passionate Play 
Malin Sveningsson & Jenny Sundén, New York, Rout-
ledge/Taylor and Francis Group, 2012, 234 p., ISBN 
978-0-415-89766-2.

How do gender and sexuality 
come to matter in online game 
cultures? Why is it important 
to explore “straight” versus 
“queer” contexts of play? And 
what does it mean to play to-
gether with others over time, 
as co-players and researchers? 
Gender and Sexuality in On-
line Game Cultures is a book 
about female players and their 
passionate encounters with the 
online game World of Warcraft 

and its player cultures. It takes seriously women’s pas-
sions in games, and as such draws attention to questions 
of pleasure in and desire for technology. The authors use 
a unique approach of what they term a “twin ethnog-
raphy” that develops two parallel stories. Sveningsson 
studies “straight” game culture, and makes explicit that 
which is of the norm by exploring the experiences of fe-
male gamers in a male-dominated gaming context. Sun-
dén investigates “queer” game culture through the queer 
potentials of mainstream World of Warcraft culture, as 
well as through the case of a guild explicitly defined as 
LGBT. Academic research on game culture is flourish-
ing, yet feminist accounts of gender and sexuality in 
games are still in the making. Drawing on feminist no-
tions of performance, performativity and positionality, 
as well as the recent turn to affect and phenomenology 
within cultural theory, the authors develop queer, femi-
nist studies of online player cultures in ways that are 
situated and embodied.
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Postproduction Agents
Audiovisual Design and Contemporary Constraints 
for Creativity
Thorbjörn Swenberg, Västerås, Mälardalen Univer-
sity 2012, 58 p., ISBN 978-91-7485-057-4, (Mälardalen 
University Press Licentiate These; 148). Licentiate dis-
sertation.

Moving images and sounds are processed creatively 
after they have been recorded or computer generated. 
These processes consists of design activities carried out 
by workers that hold ‘agency’ through the crafts they 
exercise, because these crafts are defined by the Mov-
ing Image Industry and are employed in practically the 
same way regardless of company. This thesis explores 

what material constraints there are for such creativity 
in contemporary Swedish professional moving image 
postproduction. The central aspects concern digital 
material, workflow and design work as distributed ac-
tivities. These aspects are coupled to production quality 
and efficiency at the postproduction companies where 
production takes place. The central concept developed 
in this thesis is ‘creative space’ which links quality 
and efficiency in moving image production to time for 
creativity, capacity of computer tools, user skills and 
constitution of digital moving image material. Creative 
spaces are inhabited by design agents, and might ex-
pand or shrink due to material factors. Those changes 
are coupled to parallel changes in quality and efficien-
cy.
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Media & Glocal Change: Re-
thinking Communication for 
Development is the title of a 
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American Council of Social 
Sciences (CLACSO) in 2005. 
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numbers around the world and 
is still in demand. Since then, 
Nordicom has published sev-
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framework of our International Clearinghouse on Chil-
dren, Youth and Media – for instance the Yearbook 2009, 
Youth Engaging with the World: Media, Com munication 
and Social Change. We are now particularly glad to 
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theme ‘Communication, Media and Develop ment: Prob-
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The report is a result of the 
Nordic init iative to make 
young people’s voices heard 
in international arenas, and 
one main arena is the Internet 
Governance Forum (IGF) and 
its regional counterparts, such 
as EuroDIG. So far the youth 
have been largely absent from 
these forums, with very limited 
participation and presence even 

though they are sometimes the most eager users of the 
Internet. In June 2012 the Nordic Youth IGF took place 
in Stockholm, giving a group of 26 young people aged 
14 to 19 years from each of the five Nordic countries 
the opportunity to meet and discuss issues regarding the 
Internet and its future. The idea of the Nordic Youth IGF 
was to be an open and informal meeting where youth 
could voice their thoughts, ideas and worries from the 
point of openness, diversity, accessibility, culture, secu-
rity and rights. This report includes both individual state-
ments from some Nordic youth and a summary of the 
opinions and demands of the Nordic youth concerning 
Internet governance. The report also presents some facts 
and figures on the Nordic countries, and lists contact 
information for all partners, some ongoing projects and 
useful documents. http://www.nordicom.gu.se/common/
publ_pdf/Youth%20have%20their%20say%20web.pdf


